Meet Bupe Musonda
Profile
Name

Bupe Musonda

Birthday

May 2, 2005

Birth Place

Lusaka, Zambia

Area of Residence

Misisi Compound

Mother’s Name

Mary Musonda

Mother’s Profession

Maid

Primary School

Lotus Primary School

2020 Grade Level

Grade 9

Secondary School

Pestalozzi Education
Centre

Bupe Musonda
Bupe’s Family
Bupe lives in Misisi together with her mother, elder sister and younger brother. She also has
two other elder sisters and an elder brother, all of whom live in different parts of Lusaka.
Bupe’s mother works as a maid in various houses in Madras, one of the areas of Lusaka
predominantly occupied by Indian families. Bupe’s father passed away six years ago, and
since then, her mother has been supporting the family on her own, working full time and
maintaining confidence in her children and their education, expressing a track record of
involvement in their schooling and academic activities.
Bupe’s Educational Background
Bupe attended primary school at Lotus Primary School. She usually passes numbers one
through four in her class, completing the year as best student when she was in Grade 4. Her
favorite subjects are science and English, because she feels they will help her in her journey
to become a doctor. She has been a prefect at school since Grade 5. During her group
interview, Bupe exhibited the leadership training she’s learned during her time as a prefect in
an activity where the other students pretended to misbehave and Bupe had to bring the
classroom back to order.

Grade 8
Bupe started off her first year as a KF scholar strong, with a total of 529 out of 600 points in
Term I. She continued with stellar performance in Term II, coming out with 527 out of 600
points in her best six subjects. Although her lowest grade was in Mathematics, she saw
significant improvement in the subject since Term I. Her teacher remarked that if she sets the
right targets she will continue to see higher marks. She continued to produce excellent results
in Term III, passing with 487 out of 600. She performed the highest in Computer Studies and
Art, respectively. Her teachers have commented that she is well-disciplined, organized and
brilliant. She feels that her discipline will carry into Grade 9 exams, and is excited for the
academic challenges ahead.
Bupe’s Extracurricular Interests
In addition to her school work, Bupe is involved in a variety of extracurricular activities. She
attends church at the United Church of Zambia, where she participates in the Girls’ Brigade.
Over the past several years, she has been involved in drama and poetry at her church. She has
also enjoyed playing netball. She also participated in a community DREAMS club, which
empowers young women in her community, teaches them their rights and educates them
about the biology and spread of HIV/AIDS. In the past academic year, she has largely taken a
break from these activities, so she could adequately prepare for her primary school leaving
examinations. She has, though, maintained her participation in her school’s debate club,
which she hopes to continue in secondary school.
During her first year at Pestalozzi, Bupe thrived in her participation in school events, clubs
and activities. By the time Term III came around, she became an instrumental member of the
school community. This was evidenced by her holding multiple roles in the school
Independence Day celebration. She modeled and won “Second Princess Crown.” At the same
event, she also recited a poem with a peer entitled “Slavery.” She formed a new interest in
poetry since coming to Pestalozzi. In Term III, she was also recruited by her Art Teacher to
support the Grade 5’s as a mentor on a weekly basis. At graduation, Bupe was also awarded a
certificate for the most Outstanding Leadership in the school, even as a Grade 8.
Bupe’s KF Involvement
In 2019, Bupe was selected as a KF Student Leader. She stands out in her clear and bold
communication, excellent academic record, and vibrant energy. In this role, she is to help
serve as a liaison between the KF students at Pestalozzi and the KF staff.
Bupe was also active in community service during her Grade 8 term holidays. She connected
with Denzel Chinda, KF Grade 8 at Chalo Trust School to return to her former school, Lotus
Primary School. She and Denzel revised with Grade 7 students on difficult topics as they
prepared for exams. She was reminded how important it is to find a way to give back to the
places we come from, and plans to continue serving at Lotus.
Bupe’s Thoughts
During the home interviews, Bupe discussed her desire to eventually become a doctor and its
connection to her father’s sickness before he died. When he was sick, and the family brought
him to UTH, she saw the way the doctors were able to help him. Her father told her during

this time that he thought she should become a doctor, and this piece of guidance has stayed
with her ever since.
She cited that if she could improve her community, she would work together with the
government to improve the roads and build clinics in Misisi. Building more clinics in Misisi
would especially help community members who don’t have the transport money to travel far
to access farther clinics for their healthcare.

